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For immediate release

Wednesday 1 June 2011 
PRESS RELEASE
Walsall urged to make it count at money advice sessions 
Sid the Shark will be visiting money management sessions in Walsall this month to raise awareness of the dangers of borrowing cash from unscrupulous loan sharks. 

The sessions have been organised by Wincred, a partnership of organisations including Caldmore and Accord Housing Associations, whg (Walsall Housing Group), Walsall Council, Walsave, the Citizens Advice Bureau (CAB) and the England Illegal Money Lending Team.  
As well as raising awareness of illegal money lending, the drop-in style sessions will also signpost people to where they can go for advice about affordable loans, home insurance, budgeting and Wincred’s services.   

Visitors will be able to enter a draw, with top prizes including a family ticket to a Walsall FC match, a t-shirt signed by some of the squad and shopping vouchers. 
Wincred, which stands for Walsall in Credit, was launched in 2008 to raise awareness of where people in the borough can go for guidance and help about all money matters.  
Rob Hughes, Head of Housing Services at whg and Chair of Wincred, said: “It is now more important than ever that people know where to go for help and advice about money matters, be it affordable home insurance or opening a bank account. 
“These events will provide people with this information and so much more from the group of trusted organisations which make up the Wincred group.” 

The events will take place on:

· Monday, 6 June and Friday, 10 June at the Saddlers Centre, Park Street, Walsall (Sid the Shark will be in attendance)
· Wednesday, 15 June and Thursday, 16 June at Tesco Supermarket, St Paul’s Street, Walsall. 

For more information about Wincred, go to www.wincred.org.  
-ENDS-

For more information, please call Claire Morrall, on 0121 500 2340 or email clairemo@accordha.org.uk
