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For immediate release

8th March 2010
PRESS RELEASE
AFFORDABLE COVER FOR WALSALL TENANTS
Housing associations in Walsall have teamed up to offer affordable housing insurance to ensure residents can protect their belongings as part of a wider campaign to tackle the credit crunch.

The insurance, provided by Aviva, will give residents the opportunity to cover their contents from as little as 91p a week. 

The four organisations, Caldmore Housing Association, Walsall Housing Group, WATMOS Community Homes and Beechdale Housing Association, have come together to offer this package as part of the unique Wincred (Walsall in Credit) campaign.

Wincred, which was set up last November, is a partnership of over 40 organisations who aim to tackle the issues of financial inclusion faced by the residents of Walsall.

Wincred is thought to be the only such partnership in the UK and is backed by a host of agencies including Walsall Council, Age Concern and Walsall Citizens Advice Bureau.

The focus of the Wincred campaign is around Wincred’s online money advice hub which offers as a single point of reference for Walsall residents and it is hoped it will particularly help vulnerable groups such as the elderly, young families and long-term sick, disabled or unemployed. It can accessed at www.wincred.org
Rob Hughes, Chair of Wincred, said: “Many people believe that when they occupy a rented property their belongings are automatically insured against unforeseen events such as theft, fire, or flood.  However this is not the case and residents only realise this when the damage has been done and it is too late.

“If people haven’t got insurance cover, they could lose everything, which is why we are offering an affordable solution that can protect your belongings. Particularly when many people are facing hard times because of the economic situation, we wanted to offer an affordable product.”

Aviva Tenants Contents Manager, Moira O'Donnell said; "We are proud to continue to work alongside all partners in providing their tenants with this special home contents insurance scheme. It offers a weekly paid policy from as low as 91p* a week for anyone over 60 or £1.36* a week for everyone else so it’s really affordable and good value for money."

Jenny Quinn, Department of Works and Pension (DWP) Strategic Champion said: 

“Insurance companies protect millions of people against potentially devastating risks, such as fire, flood and burglary.  Unfortunately, some of the most vulnerable people in society are often the ones least likely to have insurance cover and the ones who would struggle to

recover financially when things go wrong.

The champions have worked in partnership with Wincred to raise awareness Home Contents Insurance.”

* Prices quoted are based on a sum insured of £6,000 for anyone over 60 and £9,000 for everyone else.
For more information about this home insurance offer please contact Salim Perager at 
Walsall Housing Group on 0300 555 6666.
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For more information about this press release, please call Elaine Middleton on 0121 500 2393.
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Notes to the editor:

About the Wincred:
Wincred (Walsall in Credit) was launched in November 2009 and brings several agencies together to offer advice from a central point. 

Walsall Housing Group (whg) Caldmore Housing, Accord Housing, Watmos Community Homes, Beechdale Housing Association, Walsall Council and Walsall Voluntary Action amongst other partners are sponsoring the financial inclusion website at www.wincred.org
It includes links to various sources of advice and guidance on money-related topics to help people maximise their household income and gives tips on saving money. 

